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GESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Exterior

Reepic Storage and Hoving Compony i1s a six-story, flat-roofed warchouse
o reinforced concrete and hrick witn olazed wnlte and polycinrone clad-
ding and sculpture on the first and second stories of the west lacads
(streetl). The bullding is sguare saaped on a rechangular lot, with a
one-storry commercial suilding abutting the north side. Bullt in neo-
classical Igypbtian style, most of the structure's ficode projects
sliphtly o that o batbered-wall effect is acnieved., & polychrome ter-
ra cobia cavetto cornice decorsited wiitn scurghbs waus reqoved in 1971 due
to lightning damazge and eroded supports whileh endangewcd Lts collupse
and Cthat of the upper story Tacade, (& Progment of the coinlce hag bgen
preserved In the warshouse. ) -

£

i)

©

The ground story of white terra cotta slabs conslists ol five colamms
with polychrome capitals of palm fronds znd lotus Llowers and buds;y Lhe
lower secihicn o the shafte, without bases are sculpted lotus and papy-
rus rising frou waters, represented by a saw-toocthed pattern. Zetweesn
Tive ndovs and @ 4oor-

the eclums end at the endes of the facwude are
way--each recessed #nd containing a transon W
ra cotts trangom bar decoratsd with scarabe and
"Reebie " (appears ghove windows at ecacn end),
&

aorizontal ter-
the woras,

o

et
P, ti oy 1B
rearoolt, VOtoraze®,

tha cddress, snd "iemovals". Eepeabh thc gills of the two end windous,
the l2af and papyrus design and ite background become convex near tne
street pavement. Peneuth the other threce sille is wroughit iron work with

spear-headed rails. Ground story windows are plate glass.

The doorway includms a bronze door with plute glass inset and fne fol-
Jowing iron work: roll or rope-likc molding and Jotus and papyrus in
grids in front of the sidelishts and lower transon. Ine enframement
for the doorway and twoe transcoms is polychrome slabs and molded terra
cotta. Teside the two transoms are two plagucs (two heads eczen) of the
cow-eorrsd TLgypbian goddess Hathor, two scarebs and two statues of
charaoh Rameses I1 abou two enzaged pvlon-shaped pedestals, cach sba-
tue wears the royal striped headdress, the kilt with ecartouche buckle
bearing the name in hieroglyphs, and carrcies a djed pillar (protection)
and flail (authority). TZoth statues and pedestals are jolned to the
terra cotta facsde slabs.

Hieroglyphs on tiie front of the pedestal of the left statue are trans-
lated: "Forever I work for all of your regions in daylight and darinsss®;
the other, "I give protectlon to your furniturc'. Each side reads,
"Reebie Srother" (Zach pharaoh represents William and John, the founders}).

The white terra cotbtz architrave has two molded scarabs. Formerly. "W.C.
Reebie & Brother" appeared in the arca between the scarabs.

The cornice between the ground and second stories bears a
winged serpent and sun disk and a partial heker (igyptian royalty) pat-

tern stretching across the length of the cornice,
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of the 20 smaller reces cod mash windows of the fucade, the four acros@ the
second slory arc deeignﬁd wlth terra cotta roll or rope~1ike molding and
a winged = cavab cavetbo cornice window Hend. Also part of the enfrome-
ment are two papyrus stems riging to the top of the cornice, and the

papyrus he ade extend heyond

Interiop

o
[

Tie interior walls and &

ong btextures anc coloring.
The encﬁoscd foyer conboing
PaoVFuS in gridworik o ool
4 tiffe ““[JTﬁC Tentorn of 1o
papyrub atained glass and cl
lobby sias of the door wears
the iron moliding,

The warencusse LobLY ured an
columns and absel DOTEing

recessed te hold & concealed
royalt

T 4 en

Ml TE i

neker

v) patt

the cornice top.

cbive plemonts are plastor compounds of vari-
Cpom roll or rope-1lus molding and lotus an4d
siden of the inner brass door's eidellphte.
tdt peibtes: ciw Firxed windows of lulas and
car penes ares also p‘”* of the enclosure., Ioe
& painteﬁ no) ded-nlaster winged scarsh ahove
d destpned as officc ©pace, centains Tour
a sguare sectlon oFf dropped celling taz® Is
Lipghting track Tor illuminating the partial
LT

The ceb*t“l are stylletlc papyrus anc lotus with geomctric and folliate
forme; the length of coch shaft is decorated with four narrow strips Lop-
ped w*tn a leaf near the lowsst sdore of the capltal.

The sputheast cornar of the offlce 19 smelosed by a rigatangalar shaped
counter with n roquPQ gorner and a blvcv wqurbic top. +he wall of the
counter is molded plaster in a v»pcuiti*ﬂ pattern of stems, lotus buds
and popyrus rlulpp from a saw-hoothed pabiern representing water. Above
the design s & roll or rope-like molalng A gote of brass desipgned with
the two plants 1in a gprid ellows access to the enclosed area. The sane
design sppoars in fron in front of all pround sbtory windows) the four on
the south wall avae framed by the roll oo rope-Lilike molding in plaster.

on each of the four walls are two rectonsular engaged columns, like pi-
1asters, with mclded plaster lotus and pspyrus on atalks stretching the
length of the colunn. Fither three lotus cor thrce papyrug plants deco-

rate the colunns.

ter plaques of four 4
identical heads ench of the
dress, and 12 with serpc
so as to fit in & cornerl on

Hetween the upper
gifferent deslgns.

ntine henddrcss

sectiong of the columnt &re 31 plus-
Phere are 12 plagues with twe
oidess lathor with pylen head-
{one plaque contalns only one heac
11). These plaques have & bottom

cow-earrcd g

the weat ws
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border of marpuerites and mandrake rcots.

Four sun bark panels deoicl the scene explained In the iiceroxiyphe transg-

lated: MHarakte ouils the davtime bark of le (Ehe gon) wpon btae casbzrn
horizeon, and Thot {(zod of the ‘moon} turne to e 1n the shky, Thas sunlight
reaches tiue w2lls of the pyramids and salls swiftly across the sky."

cargoes
thhe phur-
aochs. Behold, here is the ship's captaln salu an erew,
Upper Zgypbian barlsy coneipned to the belta 1is hrau.wo”bgi upon bthe Hile
flood. Fehold here 1s barley recelved JD exchange for lhe pame of Lie
hegean Islanders.” Peneath a1l punels is a Dn.hul,u twrsck for 1ighting.

Three Wile bark puznels depict the scene
swistly sent upon the Nile CTlood {ithe god hau

lazter enframsments

Two doors leadinz to the warenouse are adorned with p
al-1llie Form.

of roll or ropz-like molding and scarco on a linte!

The vault for valuasbles consisis of a bronzZe door end wide frame witn &
tiffany-like lotus Hud lantern and winged scarveh cevetlo cornice wiove,
Roll or rovpe-like moldd adorns the pllaster-like projection that is
part of the enfrunen

The north wall containg panels of stailned glasz of lotus and papyrus
design and pancls of cloar psnes. Filve sectiong of zlass are mixed
stained znd clear glass,

Alterations occurred on the exterior; hrickwork on the upper four storiesx

was replacced when bhe cornice atop the structure was removed,

Ttem 9  Page 1
Birliography: Stadler, Hobertus. "Reeble wWarehouse: King fut on
Ciark Street." Inland architech, Vol. 21, No. 3
(¥March, 1977), 22-ci.
Interviews: Periodically since 197h--Harold allen prof. gmeriuus of
Sehool of the Art Institute, for photo archives of neoclassical Euyptian
style; Dr, Chas. Nims, Orienb&T institute 1976-~Curators of iart in-

stitute and Field Museum. 1977--Trypbe Kristi&nmen, past pres, of North
Western T.C. Co, 1976~78--Art Jenner, craftsman of same €O., WOO Worlt-
ed with Fritz Alvert. 1978--Chas. Steers, friend of slvert and col-
lector of Albert works and history.
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This example of neoclassical Agvptlan architecture s uniavre in 1to tercra
cotta craftsmenship and 1ts conceptlon; nemely, tne moving busliness and se-
curity theme 18 carried out on the interiocr as well as the exterior,

iesigns were not mercly copled, as isg trus of wmony existing exanples of vals
generally eclectic style, but were imaginatively created snd part lculerized
Tor ohe neebie brothers., Ho other building ol this tywe in bhlcago ig as
elaborste in its detsil and polvenroms wock, and Derhaps very few otaers in
the nation sre as whimsical or besr e much conccorn for the anclent fgypiisn
language or mythology.

Other then the removal of the upper cornice, the oppearance of th

snd extecior vensing as it war in 1923. owever, vandalism ﬁo X

cobtba sculoturs on the exberior warrants restoration pofore damag CIis g
too zcute to deal with, Heplucement of the cornicea woula crmnl :a the efflsct
meant to be acaleved during the IEgyptlian reviwval

Since terra cotta structures have passed 58 an era of architectural [

and since the crafbsmanship invelved is now frdacsd o oply one COwadny

the "nitzd Stabeg--0iacdine wcfesn--it seems Lhnst seecimens of this type
should be eva luaiede A1so, since the use of the bullding nas nob chsasad,
the  Mioyptisn® form has traly followed funetinn,

The building stands -s a monument to the heeble family, who sold the bulld-
ing in 1973, and to Fritz Albert, the orith Western Terra Cobia Company
sculptor (frem the 1920's to 1930} who was responsible for toe cssign of

the decorative elements and hiercnlyphs. What seems Lo be bis own vnowledge
of hieroglyohs and sources, as evidenced by other recently found works,

makes ths siructure an even morc personalizsed endsavor,

o

oo
b

oz

The consi nt quality of the sculptural elewmen cannot
if they are not "aipgh" art, nor can the craftomanship of
processes e separated from the sculptorts conceotlon to
style and an ancient source.

e overlooked, sven
the terra cotta
haleneo an seclectio
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